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The Iberian Peninsula (Portugal and Spain) has broad experience in the exploration and exploitation 
of radioactive minerals mostly related to mining activities. Nowadays these abandoned mines don’t 
have any environmental recovery plan and are very susceptible to major environmental problems, 
calling for continuous monitoring and control. The significant contamination, due to the nature of 
the associated chemical elements, their high mobility and radiological risk, requires the conception 
and implementation of appropriate remediation steps. 
The special issue of Procedia Earth and Planetary Science includes manuscripts of the presentations 
held at the International workshop UrEnv2013 - Uranium, Environment and Public Health, organized 
by the Polytechnic Institute of Castelo Branco (Portugal; 25th October, 2013). This International 
workshop was targeted to the presentation and debate of diverse case studies addressing its 
importance to the environment and public health. 
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